
Beginnings of World War Two

Hindsight’s twenty-twenty.



Japanese Imperialism

In which the League of Nation proves rather useless.



Japanese Imperialism
I. Japanese Imperialism Leads to War in the Pacific

A. The Great Depression hit Japan, too

1. The USA and China acted to limit imports from Japan

*. This action ruined many Japanese farmers and silk producers

2. This caused a strong reaction from Japanese 
nationalists and military leaders

a. Anger/Disappointment over reliance on foreign trade

b. Increased desire for the control of more territory to obtain 
more needed resources and markets to sell Japanese goods

1. At this time, Japan only controlled Taiwan, 
Korea, and a railroad in Manchuria 

2. Again, Japanese imperialists felt that China should 
be under Japanese control (especially resource rich 
Manchuria)



Japanese Imperialism
*. China, which was having internal problems (which we’ll talk about later) 
was ripe for the picking

B. “The Mukden Incident” of 1931

1. In September, 1931 part of the railroad track of the South 
Manchurian Railway was blown up

a. The Japanese army detachment guarding this railroad accused 
Chinese nationalists of destroying the track

b. In reality, it was set-up and done by the Japanese army in order 
to make it look like Chinese nationalists destroyed the track!

2. The Japanese army used this as an excuse to invade and take over 
Manchuria later that month

*. The weak, moderate politicians in Japan were basically forced by the army to support 
this action





Japanese Imperialism

C. In response, Chinese people began to boycott Japanese goods

*. In retaliation, Japan:

a. Invaded South-central China – briefly seizing 

Shanghai and areas around Beijing

b. The Japanese set-up Manchuria as an 

“independent” country in 1932

1. Japan renamed it Manchukuo

2. Japan installed Pu Yi (The now-deposed 

last Chinese emperor) as its puppet ruler



Above, left: Throne for the emperor of Manchukuo.  

Right: Puyi, puppet emperor of Manchukuo, and 

the last Qing emperor.

The Mukden Incident
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D. These actions were met with international protest

1. The League of Nations condemned these actions

a. The League sent an investigative team, led by Lord Lytton 
of Great Britain, into Manchuria

*. This team concluded that Japan was totally at fault

b. When the League voted to order Japan to return 
Manchuria to Chinese control in March of 1933, Japan 
withdrew from the League of Nations

2. The United States also condemned these actions

*. The USA refused to officially recognize Manchukuo as an “independent” 
nation and condemned Japanese actions there, but did not threaten force



Kingdom of Manchukuo
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E. The Second Sino-Japanese War (1937 – 1945)

1. In the Mid 1930s

a. More conservative and militaristic politicians 
were able to gain influence and power in the 
Japanese government system

b. Desiring of control of Siberia, the Dutch East 
Indies (both rich in petroleum and other natural 
resources), Malaysia and Burma these politicians 
realized that more seizure of Chinese land was 
necessary to achieve these goals

2. On July 7, 1937, Japanese forces invaded China
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3. Very quickly, Japan had gained control of much of Northeastern China (including the 
cities of Nanjing, Beijing, and Shanghai)

a. The Chinese people bravely resisted but were unable to defeat the 
Japanese forces

b. Again, the USA and the League of Nations condemned Japanese actions –
but didn’t really do anything about them!

c. The Chinese communist and nationalist leaders both retreated into the 
interior of China to raise armies and wait

d. The Japanese army committed many atrocities on the Chinese people, 
especially in Nanjing

e. This war, was a major drain on the Japanese government, military and 
people – it cost a lot and caused food and resource shortages

4. This war actually becomes part of WWII in the Pacific after it starts





Japanese Imperialism
F. By 1940, The USA and Japan were practically 
at total odds

1. In 1937, Japanese planes had 
bombed and sank an American 
naval ship near China

2. In 1940, when Japan 
demanded the right to 
utilize French Indochina 
for resources, the USA  
threatened economic sanctions

*. From this point forward, the Japanese 
realized that even though it traded for a lot of 
raw materials and oil from the USA, America 
stood in the way of Japanese control of Asia



German Expansionism

In which the world tries desperately not to 

realize something’s wrong.



German Expansionism
II. Nazi Aggression Leads to War in Europe

A. A Brief Recap of Hitler’s Overall Goals:

*. Elevate Germany and the Germanic people to a position of power in Europe (based 
on his Social Darwinistic beliefs of “Aryan” supremacy)

a. Regain all German-speaking territories lost through the Treaty of 
Versailles

b. Unification of all German-speaking peoples

c. Building of a German-dominated Europe that would last a 
thousand years – The Third Reich

1. Secure more, non-German territory for use as 
German lebensraum (“living space”)

2. Subjugate the lesser races of Europe as slaves of the 
German people

3. Extermination of all “undesirable” races and peoples



German Expansionism
B. Hitler began to increase German Power in the mid-1930s

1. In March of 1935, Hitler violated the Treaty of Versailles by

a. forming the new German Air Force – the Luftwaffe

b. reinstating a military draft to increase the size of the army

*. Great Britain, France, and Italy all warned Hitler but did not do anything about this 
military build-up

2. One year later, Hitler violated the Treaty of Versailles again by moving 
German troops into the Rhineland

a. France, who had the right to react with its military 
didn’t

b. The British took this opportunity to begin their policy of 
appeasement (i.e. the idea that peace could be obtained by 
letting disaffected powers only have what they reasonably wanted)
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*. Frankly, both countries were worried about another war so they did 
nothing!

3. Hitler signed alliance treaties with other world powers in 1936

a. With Mussolini, he signed the Rome-Berlin Axis

1. Hitler had won Mussolini as an ally by supporting 
the Italian invasion of Ethiopia in 1935

2. Both Germany and Italy united to actively 
support Franco in the Spanish Civil War

b. With Japan, he signed the Anti-Comintern Pact (to combat 
the spread of Communism)

*. Stalin saw what was happening and appealed to France and Britain to unite 
with him against these powers, but France and Britain refused



German Expansionism
C. Hitler orchestrated the Anschluss (unification of Austria and Germany) in 1938

1. Austrian Chancellor, Englebert Dolfuss, assassinated by German Nazi agents 

in July, 1934

2. Hitler basically forced the new Austrian chancellor, Kurt Schuschnigg, to 

appoint Nazis to key governmental posts 

*. When the Schuschnigg asked France and Britain for assistance, he was ignored

3. March, 1938

a. Hitler, angry that Schuschnigg was to put German-Austrian 

unification to a vote, forced the Austrian chancellor out of office and 

moved his troops into Austria 

b. Again, most countries did nothing in response

c. Schuschnigg was kept in concentration camps until  April,1945





German Expansionism

D. Hitler acted to get control of the Sudetenland (a German-speaking portion 

of northwestern Czechoslovakia) in September, 1938

1. On September 12, Hitler demanded that Czechoslovakia grant the 

Sudetenland autonomy and self-determination rights

a. Czechoslovakia responded by putting the country into 

martial law to protect itself from possible German 

aggression

b. British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain (also backed 

by the French) offered to meet with Hitler to discuss terms 

and to keep the peace



German Expansionism

1. On September 15, Hitler met with Chamberlain and 

demanded that Germany be allowed to annex the Sudetenland

*. Chamberlain decided to further appease Hitler by 

allowing him to annex the Sudetenland 

2. On September 29, Hitler met with Chamberlain, Mussolini, and 

French Prime Minister Daladier in Munich

a. Germany was allowed to annex the Sudetenland
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b. In return, Hitler promised

1. to respect Czechoslovakian sovereignty

2. not to seek any more territory

3. to solve any conflicts involving Germany through peaceful 

negotiations

c. The actual results

1. Chamberlain had naively believed that he has achieved “peace in 

our time” and had avoided another war.

2. Hitler had planned on ignoring everything to which he had agreed.
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E. On March 15, 1939, Hitler invaded Czechoslovakia

1. Germany annexed the part that is now the Czech Republic

2. Slovakia (the eastern part) was made into a puppet regime of 

Germany

*. France and Great Britain now realized that Hitler could 

not be trusted

F. In March of 1939, Hitler forced Lithuania to cede the German-speaking city 

of Memel to Germany

G. Then, Hitler made his intentions known that he wanted to regain control of 

the Polish port city of Danzig and the “Polish Corridor” that separated East 

Prussia with the rest of Germany (which Germany lost due to the Treaty of 

Versailles)
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H. Britain and France reacted to this by

1. promising to protect Poland – they would declare 

war on Germany if it invaded Poland

2. asking Stalin to join in an alliance against Hitler

*. Upon Stalin’s request that he would join 

only if the USSR were granted influence over 

Eastern Europe from Finland to Bulgaria, 

Chamberlain refused and the deal was off
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I. On August 23, 1939, Hitler and Stalin signed the Nazi-Soviet Non-

Aggression Pact (a.k.a. “The Pact of Steel”)

1. Germany and the USSR agreed never to attack each other

2. They also agreed to remain neutral if one of the powers went to 

war with other countries

3. They also created spheres of influence within Europe

a. Germany would get the western part of Poland

b. the USSR would get Finland, Romania, Estonia, Latvia, and 

Lithuania
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J. On September 1, 1939, Hitler ordered his troops into Poland 

(thinking that France and Britain were not serious)

*. On September 3, France and Britain declared war 

on Germany




